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ABSTRACT

Educational planning is important as it can tatklese areas where immediate reform is needednlpoavide
future educational infrastructure to those who @oe yet in the coverage area of education. One swmeh before the
educational planning is the child labourer educat@hild labour is a threat for the nation andtfar state. They are out of
the scenario of universalization of primary edwmatand fall under heavy dropout rates. There atomal policies for
child labour where special school for them was oizgd with monthly stripen of 100 rps. In Assamréhare four districts
under these schemes, but other districts are ndo§ewed. Overall education towards this chiltbdar is not an easy task
to deal with as their parents are from povertyetrifamily and so accept this child as assets. Aesalt they send these
children to work instead of school. They believatteducation will give them nothing but it will @te a loss in time
where the child can earn money outside. Therefoey tre forbidden from the basic right to educatibhat is why
educational planning should also be conscious &b wéh the problem by catching its basic problemnsd try to change
the mind set of this people. This should be loca®dn otherwise we will lose our future citizen utgk in illiteracy.
This paper attempts to find out whether there is @rch planning is available for this child or @wid also tries to show

some future prospects which can be taken undeidsmasion.
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INTRODUCTION

Education is an important aspect of human resodewelopment. It is necessary for an individualite b life of
totality with knowledge and empowerment. Thereldaradance of policies and planning to capture thecatibn need of
the masses. Our country is facing the crisis ddtion that is poverty and illiteracy, and both dependable on each other.
Although the scenario is improved a little bit lsatme lacuna can be observed in providing educ&tidhe masses. This
lacuna can be fulfilled only by planning. Plannimyolves dealing with aims and objectives, and célg current

strategies and Programme to achieve such aims.

It also determines and allocates resources toetyeined. Future of education can be modified arst b#lized
only through educational planning. The policiesfaoutilizedisfacing challenges in providing educatto child labour.
It is observed that 80% childlaboureraredrop oDt®p out rates are very high in some parts of amuntry that it is
becoming a challenge. In such a scenario Educatmaaning is important as it can tackle those snwhere immediate
reform is needed. It can provide future education&iastructure to those who are not yet in theecage area of
education.Planning helps in determining our goatsiaalso enables us to understand how to actiteategoal. It gives a
clear understanding towards our goal. In this papmeattempt has been made to see the educati@malipy and existing
polices to tackle child labour. Educational plamnigin it is broadest term can be understood picgtion of systematic,
rational analysis of to the process of educatiat@lelopment with the aim of making education mdifective and

efficient in responding to the needs and goalsso$tudents and society. Education planning cahwid¢fa the future and



2 Mridusmita Kashyap

analyze the lacuna of the past. Through the edutatplanning the problems of present scenarialatation system and

inclusive education to each and everyone will Ippssible future.
CHILD LABOUR

The term “child labour” is often defined as worlatldeprives children of their childhood, their putal and their
dignity, and that is harmful to physical and memtal’elopment. Child labour is a threat for the gratand for the state.
According to National Sample Survey nearly 16.4lionl Indian children in the age group 5 to 15 angaged in various
organizations. According to 2001 census Assam bas%1416 thousand child labour and in India thaltof which is
12666377.They are out of the scenario of univezadbn of primary education and fall under heavepdut rates.
llliteracy and lack of education is the main cao$growing number of child labour. However childtar is positively
related with education. Less the education higherchances of being child labour, higher the edlicatero chances of

being child labour. Without education it will berdme to poverty and poverty is negatively relateeéducation.

Higher the poverty lower the education, lower thesgrty higher the education. When we analyze this i
observed that, a poverty striven family will relaist to send their children schools as it will gilem nothing sortof cash
benefit and when a child completes his basic edhutditien also they have nothing to be applaudegsdhe child will not
be eligible for any kind of job or opportunitieshet than unorganized sector. There are abundamistdurants, dhabas,
domestic work who serves the occupational zone aggwvhether a child has basic education or noeéal fchild’s
stomach and its family.The V.V. Giri National Labiduastitute has studied various variables that maye a co-relation
with child labour. One such variable is the invenslationship between rural male and female litgi@ed child labour and
the other is between the general development irshekthe incidence of child labour. This can be seih an living
example that the literacy rate of Kerala is higld #me child labour is less there ,whereas chil@labntensity is high in
UP, Bihar andat the same time they have loweragrate. Therefore the education planning canegahdof the scenario
and find out the solution which can provide edwratio these child labourer so that they can sethaie future without
compromising with basic subsistence. For this etioiegplanning should give importance to educating adult citizen

and pave the way for child labour education.

Most countries have developed national Educatiomb(EFA) strategies in order to achieve the aijees set
out in the Millennium Development Goals. Howevérisi clear that these goals will not be achievelbasthe specific
rights and priorities of poor peoples are addre@sdlle education sector. In order to combat thablem of child labour

new developmental educational polices for commahpoverty striven people is necessary.
NATIONAL INITIATIVES TOWARDS ELIMINATION OF CHILD L ABOUR

Government has taken various measures to tacklprdidem of child labour which is posing a challertg the
nation. In 1979 the Government formed the first ogtree named Gurupadswamy committee to study theeisf child
labour. This committee tried to find the problemsuggests that as long as poverty is theredifiigult to eliminate child
labour totally. Based on the recommendations & toimmittee, the Child Labour (Prohibition and Ragian) Act was
enacted in 1986.

Non-Formal Education

The non-formal educationare for those who are wnablattend school. Millions of our children’s hawme
opportunity for education, most of them are chélddurers who worked for their family. Non-formaledtion is designed

in such a way that it lack formal structure anddity, and flexible in its methods ofteaching whiébcuses on the
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convenience of the students .Experts says non-fathecation comprise of four characteristics, they -relevance of the
needs for disadvantage group, concern with specHiegories of people, focused on clearly defingoumnpose, and
flexibility in organization and methods. The Pragrae of non-formal education in India was launchadby the

government of India during 1979-80.

The Education policy of 1986 has mentioned about-foomal education which was to be closely coortiida
with the Child Labour Policy, itincorporated a nragifort to eradicate drop-outs and enrolled cleildinto the education
system through non-formal education (NFE).The Kejgctive ofNEF is providing education for workingilcren. But it

was criticized on the ground of ill-trained teachdow paid and less known.
Education Policy for Child Labour

This National policy on child labour policy whichas formulated in 1987 has some action plan. Tiséiias on
Legislative Action plan which advocatestrict enfemeent of child labour Act and other labour law®tsure that children
are not employed in hazardous employment. The skaociion plan is onGeneral Development programmebdnefiting
child labour which says need to cover these chil@gned their families under various poverty allei@atand employment
generation schemes of the government. The anahmoject based plan of Action envisages startingrojects in areas
of high concentration of child labour. Pursuanttis, in 1988, théNational Child Labour Project (NCLP) Scheme was
launched in 9 districts of high child labour endeityiin the country. The Scheme envisages runnfrgpecial schools for
child labour withdrawn from work. In the speciahsols, these children are provided formal/non-fdrettucation along
with vocational training, a stipend of Rs.100 pesnth, supplementary nutrition and regular healtbckips so as to
prepare them to join regular mainstream schoolslddthe Scheme, funds are given to the DistricteCtirs for running

special schools for child labour. Most of theseosdé are run by the NGOs in the district.

This NCLP scheme is becoming successful only inesgiart of the country. While coming to Assam in has
long way to go. This scheme is meant for four disf the state they are Kamrup, Nagoan, Kokragmad Lakhimpur.
The main problem of such scheme is that peoplaiaagvare and the role of district administrationgpas The teacher
and support staff of this kind of Scholl is sufferidue to lack of fund in providing education tegh child labour. It is
very difficult to bring those childlabourer fromein house and convince parents to send their @nldor schooling.
They are initially given stipend to such studeni$ due to lack of fund they are unable to providehsfacilities. The
scenario is differ form district to district butetltondition of the Kamrup district is worst. Sostecheme is also not going

well in solving the issue.
Strategy for the Elimination of Child Labour under the 10" Plan

An evaluation of the Scheme was carried out by pedédent agencies in coordination with V.V GIRI oatl
institute in 2001. Based on the recommendatiorteefvaluation and experience of implementing thee since 1988,
the strategy for implementing the scheme duringlfePlan was devised. It aimed at greater convergeittethe other
developmental schemes and bringing qualitative gbsiin the Scheme. It focused on reinforced adtagliminate child
labour in the hazardous occupations by the entieofian period andLinking the child labour elimioatefforts with the
Scheme of Sarva ShiksaAbhijan of Ministry of HuniResource Development to ensure that children irageegroup of
5-8 years get directly admitted to regular schaoid that the older working children are mainstredirtee the formal
education system through special schools functgpninder the NCLP Scheme.Government has allocate@@®scrores
for the Scheme during the i®lan, as against an expenditure of Rs. 178 coré®i ¥’ Plan. The resources set aside for

combating this evil in the Ministry is around 50 pent of its total annual budget.
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INTERNATIONAL INITIAVE

Child labour and it its problem is not confinelbtalia onlyln relation with the child labour anduedtion, number
of initiative has been taken at international lewich has inspired our country to follow their fagiep in international
ties. These efforts are: a)ln 1948, universal datilzn on human rights to education. b) In 196€rmational covenant on
Economic, Social and Cultural rights: compulsoryl dree primary education. c) In 1989, conventiontba rights of
child: freedom of association, primary educatioestrand leisure, no hazardous child labour, priotedrom sexual
exploitation and trafficking. d) In 1990,ILOconvét 182: worst form of child labour, banned slayemge in armed
conflict, prostitution, drug trade, work harmful bealth safety. The greatest progress is in rezognithe link between

eliminating child labour and guaranteeing “Eduaatior all”.

In April 2010, “Right to education act”, came irfirce in India. Thus India became one 135 countvemake
education fundamental right of every child. Rigftcbildren to free and compulsory act was is a fpasistep for child
labourer. Every child in the age group of 6-14 geaill be provided 8 years of elementary educaiian age appropriate
classroom in the vicinity of his/her neighborhodahy cost that prevents a child from accessing schdabbe borne by
the State which shall have the responsibility ab#img the child as well as ensuring attendancg @mpletion of 8 years

of schooling.
CHILD LABOUR IN ASSAM

The condition of child labour is becoming worstAdasam in district like Kamrup and Nagoan due tsoes like
urbanization, growing slum and street children pagulation influx of migrated population. Kamrupsiict is the center
point of attraction or pull factor for these chilbour. Although schemes like NCLP special schaold residential bridge
school of Sarva Shiksa Abhijan were initiative agkle child labour through education, the stepsineego beyond and

far.

Another initiative taken by the government of Assamo prepared a child labour literacy Programmectald
labourers in the age group 14 to 17 years. Thigrarome was implemented from January 2011in 35 cenpeeferably
local government schools in the urban areas, amxpected to help over 1000 child labourers emmldyerestaurants,
garages and factories. An instructor will be apfaainat each centre to teach 30 teenagers at tleectmvenient to the

child labourers without disturbing their work tingis.

The program is proposed to be launched in 10 distrDibrugarh, Jorhat, Sivasagar, Kamrup (me@achar,
Lakhimpur, Golaghat, Nagoan, Karimganj and Nalb@he Programme was conceived after a state wideeguwn the
literacy status of child labourers. The state gomeant has already selected one instructor pereamd dispatched the
learning materials to the districts. Apart from ibagading and writing, course would also includee arithmetic and
basic functional knowledge needed to carry outtdaglay activities. The learners will be an expecenertificate after the
completion of the course. A five-member supervisoentre-level committee, comprising of village Heaagat ward
member, teacher of a nearby government schootuatst of the centre and known persons of the avea)d be formed

for the efficient execution of the plan.
SARVA SIKSHA ABHIYAN

Sarva Siksha Abhijan is trying its best to covetdctabour by residential bridge school for 10-1ghays. 10 RBC
centers were stated in 2003-04, in a district afaks with capacity of enrolling 970 children. In 3009, SSA, Assam has
been continuing the existing 10 RBC centers cogefia00 children in 9 districts and 33 new RBC centeave been
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opened in 22 districts, except Dhemaji enrollin@@2&hild labours. SSA has successfully conductéld ¢bour release
operation in all the districts having RBC centé&group was formed to visit to work places and askethe children under
the leadership of executive magistrate in eachidist In 2008-09, 43 RBC centres 4580 working diigih through this

Programme. The District wise coverage of RBC ceatteeshown in the following table:

Table 1

Sl. . Target Centre (Coverage :

no District Childgren in 2(§08—09) 9 Boys | Girls | Total

1 Barpeta 430 4 430 0 430
2 Bongaigaon 200 2 200 0 20(
3 Cachar 100 1 100 0 100
4 Darrang 240 3 120 120 24(Q
5 Dhubri 250 2 250 0 250
6 Dibrugarh 200 2 100 100 200
7 Goalpara 200 2 100 100 20(
8 Golaghat 100 1 100 0 100
9 Hailakandi 100 1 0 100 100
10 | Jorhat 150 2 50 100 15Q
11 | Kamrup 200 2 100 100 200
12 | KarbiAnglong 600 4 400 200 60(Q
13 | Karimganj 200 2 100 100 200
14 | Kokrajar 210 2 110 100 210
15 | Lakhimpur 250 2 250 0 250
16 | Morigaon 100 1 100 0 100
17 | N CHills 200 2 200 0 200
18 | Nagaon 200 2 100 100 200
19 | Nalbari 200 2 100 100 200
20 | Sivsagar 100 1 100 0 100
21 | Sonitpur 250 2 150 100 250
22 | Tinsukia 100 1 100 0 100

Total 4580 43 3260 4580

PROBLEM TOWARDS SUCH POLICIES

Despite this positive showcasing of statisticaladfor the nation and the state the problem dfidabourer is
increasing.Along with the rest of the country, thenber of child labourers in the Assam has onlyaased over the years.
As per the 2001 census, the total number of chitelirers in Assam was 3,51,416 while the samesttatdr the nation

stood at a whopping 1,26,66,377.

The NCLP scheme which existed in Assam in fourridisis not maintaining well as it is difficult tgather child
labour together. Another problem is that NCLP atttepchild labour literacy Program like Residensahool wanted to
mainstream these child labourer to formal schooliiich is an impractical dream. Because in manggitsis seen they
after finishing the bridge course never attemptg®oto a secondary level education for various aedske lack of
awareness and willingness on the parts of the pawemd lack of employability and growing pressufdivelihood and
family burden. To combat such problem one needi¥e giore importance to non-formal education, whab@ndant
number of infrastructural facilities and capablaliudual and psychologist are included. There stiobke family
counseling centers in every nook and corner ofsthte for the child labour and their parents toivat¢ the parents and
the child to receive education. This education &hde meant to acquire skill education in vocatloarad professional

courses. In Assam an upcoming and successful Wilyds on its way to provide vocational and prefesal courses a
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bridge should be maintained in such a way thatild ttbhour when prepares to go to a formal schboltd be enrolled in
such non-formal centers or open School and thepptn universities and built ones future bright should be made
mandatory by each state and proper monitoring fdistrict administration is needed. In course of édkication if he
wants to continue his work life which is harmlesf do nothing bad to him, instead by this one wid more hardworking
and responsible citizen of our country. All thissflive steps can be taken by educational plannimhies approaches
towards the prospects and future of these childiedyo as the are the young and upcoming beholdeupfuniverse.

We can not compromise with educating some and oeigiethe other (child labour).
PROSPECTS AND FUTURE STEPS CAN BE TAKEN

So far it has been proved that education is themattim in reducing child labour. It is also knowrat drop out
child form school are the potential child labounitiative to solve out the drop out problem sholddtaken cautiously and

holistically, it should also cover thoseparts whighelated to child labour.
ROLE OF EDUCATIONAL PLANNING

Educational planning is ideologically neutral atekible to fit in situation according to the levafl development.
It is not concerned only with quantitative expansibut the springboard for future decisions andoastlt is a process
which can reply where to go, how to go and by whigy to go. Planning is actually not the makerhef policies but the
handmaiden to those who carry such responsibilitiesan help decision makers to all levels fromssroom teachers to
national ministers.it can also help to attain larged better aggregate results within a limitedilalede resources.
There are different approaches of educational [gnmvhich can be utilized in to study the depthatiild labour
educational problem and then can set goals antbgtea to rectify it. It guides the policy makeosintegrate child labour
education and educating their family member aloith providing skill education in real sense of teem.To eradicate the
child labour which is an bulging social problems Afsam and India we should stand together community

individual,society and the state.
SUMMARY

The Government is committed to eliminate child laban all its forms and is moving in this direction a
targeted manner. The multipronged strategy beitigWed by the Government to achieve this objectiso found its
echo during the recent discussions held in thed®aent. It was unanimously recognized therein thatproblem of child
labour, being inextricably linked with poverty aiiteracy, cannot be solved by legislation aloamd that a holistic,

multipronged and concerted effort to tackle thislgem will bring in the desired results.
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